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Area A Design Concept 2 
 
An alternate concept for Area A, pictured at right,  
creates a more linear approach to the bridge, with 
bench seats lighting the broad walk and the 
information kiosk located prominently at the 
beginning of the bridge.  This concept also 
reconfigures an existing riprap drainage basin to 
better compliment the visual assets of the natural 
setting.   Native plant groupings would soften the 
basin reconstructed with indigenous rock. 
 
In this scheme, the overlook accessed from a walk off 
the parking lot would perch above the rock 
outcropping and be encircled by small canopy 
structures to provide shade for visitors enjoying the 
view.  Additional interpretive signage may be 
incorporated into the perimeter of the overlook.   
Again, groupings of native trees, shrubs and 
groundcover would visually nest the new structures 

Decorative light poles with banners and  
native rock bases 

Interpretive signs line the railing of the overlook in Concept 1.  Removable bollards 
deter vehicles from entering  bridge.   

Small canopies along  the perimeter of overlook in  
Concept  2 
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Area B Design Concepts 
 

The access for pedestrians and bicyclists from the parking/overlook area 
could coincide with the closed section of Trading Ford Way, with some 
additional casual overflow parking in an already widened area in the  
right-of-way.  The overflow parking area would be gravel  surface with 
minimal structural enhancements, to minimize the impact on the 
surroundings.  As throughout the designs presented in this report, 
appropriate native plant groupings and rock clusters could be added to 
enhance the natural setting. 
 

The incised and eroding banks along the left side of the drive down to the 
boat launch could be buttressed with attractive stacked stone retaining 
walls, using rock and design details as similar to the rock  outcroppings 
that characterize the area.  Native shrub and ground cover plantings 
would help anchor the infill material and soften the appearance of the 
drive. 
 

The boardwalk shown on next page would weave through existing trees 
along waters edge, allowing easier and safer access to the waterfront.  The 
boardwalk would be of environmentally sensitive materials and 
construction technique, so not to have adverse impact on the site. Where 
paths are feasible foot bridges would connect over wetter areas.   

Eroded banks along driveway to boat launch. 

Native rock stacked retaining wall to reflect existing rock outcroppings 
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Area B Design Concepts 
 
A floating boardwalk would skirt the water’s edge as well as weave 
though existing trees, connecting foot paths on the higher ground.   
 
Easy-to-install, low maintenance, “no-dig” environmentally friendly 
boardwalk systems are available for this cost-effective investment in 
recreational resources.  Because the system is self-contained and 
relatively easy to assemble, with some professional oversight it may 
conceivably be installed by volunteer community groups.  

 
At the bridge end of the board walk, it may be possible to install a foot path 
with a switchback configuration to a point where a set of steps could be 
built parallel to the bridge, up the incline of the bank.  The steps would 
bring the user to the level of the overlook, near the parking lot and the 
bridge entrance. 
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Area C Design Concepts 
 

Ample space exists to provide a tree-lined multi-use path 
within the remnant right-of-way property.  Several 
architectural relics from the previous industrial use add 
interest and should be retained if future redevelopment of the 
private property can integrate them into the plan.   
 

Where right-of-way narrows at the south end, biking access 
must either merge into the highway or cross to the other side.  
Crossing could be problematic; either way, accommodations 
for safety must be carefully considered.  Conceivably, a 
standard sidewalk for pedestrians may be installed  at this 
point leading south on the current side.  Again, further study 
and design will be needed for this extension. 

Intriguing redevelopment opportunities for the former NC 
Finishing  Co. property will likely emerge in the future.  A 
previous plan was abandoned several years ago with lack of 
funding, but as the economy and market improves, the site 
may enjoy renewed interest from developers.  The design 
team enjoyed brainstorming about possible uses (a brewery?) 
as well as the  advantages adjacent conservation and 
recreational river frontage would offer.  

Remnant right-of-way left from US 29 realignment to new bridge 

Tree-lined multi-use path in former right-of-way 
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Area C Design Concepts 
 
To ensure a cohesive project, the approach to the bridge on the  Ro-
wan County side should reflect similar design details as on the Da-
vidson County side, with respect to the different conditions.  For 
instance, the Rowan County side has a more recent history of heavy 
industrial use, to which the remaining tanks attest.  Due of site to-
pography, previous use, and availability of water and sewer utilities, 
adjacent properties on the Rowan County side are more likely to be 
commercially redeveloped by the private sector.  Barring any envi-
ronmental hazards, the tanks could be incorporated into the final 
design for the site.   
 

Regardless of the future of this large developable  tract, the expand-
ed right-of-way should be developed with an attractive multi-use 
path leading onto the Wil-Cox Bridge.  A viewing deck with seating 
and signage should be considered for this side as well.  

Observation deck on Rowan County side of bridge 
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Area D:  (cont.) Other properties along Trading Ford Way 
 
Just across Trading Ford Way from the drive down to the boat launch is an area of  
unkempt vegetation and a few deteriorating structures.  This area is just beyond the 
iconic York Hill Restaurant sign, a remnant of the once-popular local dining 
destination.  Although lack of access to a public sewer utility may limit the intensity of 
potential uses, a low-impact development that would complement the river recreation 
plans for the area may be feasible.  The 
team sketched a  couple of  quick 
schematics for uses that might serve a 
nearby popular campground, as well as long
-range plans for Fort York, the boat launch 
and Wil-Cox Bridge access.   
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